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014 Greve M
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Pecontie, u. Island
Aungust 2nd, 1999
7.D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,

aite House
Wash ington, D.0.

sin

Some recent work by E.Fermi and L. Sailard, which has Deen com-
munioated to me 1o manuseript, lesds me to expect that the element uran.
lus may be turned into & new and important souree of energy ia the is-
wediate future. Certain sspects of the situation which has arisen sees
to call for watohfulness and, 1f necessary, quick sction ea the part
of the Adninistration. 1 believe thersefore that 1t is my duty to bring
to your attention the following faots and recommendationss

In the course of the last four months it has been made prodadle -
through the werk of Joliet ia 7rance as well as Termi and S:ilard in
Americs - that it may become possidle to set up & nuclear chain resction
in & large mass of uranium by which vast ameunts of power and large quant.
ities of new rediun-like slements would be generated. Now it sppears
Slmost certain that this could be achieved in the iLmmdiste Tuture.

This new jhenonenon would alse lead to the construetiom of bombe,
and 1t is comcelivable - though much less certain - that extremely power-
ful bombs of & new type may thus be constructed. A single basd of this
type, carried by boat and exploded 1n & port, might very well destroy
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However,
such bombe might very well prove to be too heavy for traneportation by

air.

2

The United States has only very seer ores of urcnius in sederste
quantities. There i some good ore in Cansda and the forwmer Caechosloevakia,
while the most important scurce of uraniuz is Belgian Conge.

In view of this situstion you may think it desirsdle to have some
permanent contact saintained detween the Administration and the greus
of physicists working om obain resctions in Aserica. Ome possidle way
of achieving this might de for you to emtrust with this task & persca
who has your confidence and who could perhaps serve in an inoffioial
capacity. His task mioht comprise the following:
&) to approach Govermment Departments, keep them infeormed of the

further development, sad put forward tions for O action,
Ziving particular sttention to the problem of securing s supply of uren.
fum ore for the United States;

b) to speed uo the experimental work.which is at present bdeing car.
ried oun within the limite of the budgets of University laboratories, by
provisiae funds, If such funds be required, through his centacts with
private persons who are willing to make countridutions for this cause,
and perhaps also by obtaining the co-operation of industrial labeorstories
which have the necessary ejuipment.

1 enderstand that Germany has sotually stopped the sale of uranism
from the Caechoslovakiam mines which she has taken over. That she shiuld
have taken such early action miz it perhaps de understood om the ground
that the son of the Oerwan Under-Secretary of State, voa Telszsicker, ie
attached to the Faleer-¥ilheln-Institut in Berlin where some of the
Amerioan work om uraniumm is sow belng repesated.

Youre very truly,

(Albert Binetein)
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“Remember your humanity, and forget the rest.”"
In memory of

Sir Joseph Rotblat
(1908 - 2005)

He left Los Alamos in December
1944 for conscience’s sake and was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
W8 1995 for decades of nuclear
disarmament leadership.

May many others follow his exafgple.
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Participante in the First Pugwash Conference

1. J. Ogawa 2. Chou Pei-Yuan 3. V. P. Pavlichenko 4. S. Tomonaga 5. C. F. Powell

6. A. M. B. Lacassagne 7. A. V. Topchiev 8. A. M. Kuzin 9. E. Rabinowitch 10. G. Brock Ch
11. D. V. Skobeltzyn 12. J. S. Foster 13. C. S. Eato
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