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e ([F3Z) The purpose of the fourth IeveI of defence is to mitigate
the consequences of accidents that result from failure of the third
level of defence in depth. The most important objective for this
level is to ensure the confinement function, thus ensuring that
radioactive releases are kept as low as reasonably achievable.

['AEA SAFETY STANDARDS SERIES No. SSR-2/1 (2012) [RFNHEEBERTD LTS 5&EH1&Y ik
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* The purpose of the fourth level of defence is to mitigate the consequences of
accidents that result from failure of the third level of defence in depth. This is
achieved by preventing the progression of such accidents and mitigating the
consequences of a severe accident. The safety objective in the case of a severe
accident is that only protective actions that are limited in terms of lengths of time and
areas of application would be necessary and that off-site contamination would be
avoided or minimized. Event sequences that would lead to an early radioactive
release(3) or a large radioactive release are required to be ‘practically eliminated’(4).

* (3) An ‘early radioactive release’ in this context is a radioactive release for which off-
site protective actions would be necessary but would be unlikely to be fully effective
in due time. A ‘large radioactive release’ is a radioactive release for which off-site
protective actions that are limited in terms of lengths of time and areas of application
would be insufficient for the protection of people and of the environment.

. §4) The possibility of certain conditions arising may be considered to have been
practically eliminated’ if it would be physical Kimpossible for the conditions to arise
or if these conditions could be considered with a high level of confidence to be
extremely unlikely to arise.

No. SSR-2/1,8P (2016) http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/publications/PDF/Pub1715web-46541668.pdf
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