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The Myth of the “Safety of the Radiation Effect on Health’
in Post-Fukushima Japan :

The Politics of “Fuhyo-higai”

MIURA Kokichiro

Kwansei Gakuin University
1-155 Uegahara-Ichibancho, Nishinomiya-shi, Hyogo, 662-8501, JAPAN

This paper attempts to analyze critically discourse on “fuhyo-higai”, a concept
which has played an important role in the dissemination of “the notion of the safety of
the radiation effect on health” and one that has influenced the development of nuclear
policy in post-war Japan. In Japanese, the term “fuhyo-higai” has several different us-
ages. The most common meaning is “damage (or discrimination) from harmful rumors”,
that is such rumors are only products of groundless demagogy. So, in the wake of the
Fukushima nuclear accident, talking and writing about low level radiation damage to
health, especially damage from radioactive materials released by the nuclear accident is
often dismissed, socially and politically, as “fuhyo-higai”. Another meaning of “fuhyo-
higai” is “economic damage incurred by people refraining from buying safe goods which
are actually free from radioactive contamination”. In this sense, “fuhyo-higai” means
indirect damage from contamination.

Considering the above meanings, the following conclusions about the socio-political
effects of using the term “fuhyo-higai” were made. Firstly, the term conceals the fact
that (1) following such nuclear disasters, damage is incurred on the consumers’ side as
well as the producers’ side, that (2) consumers are aware of the necessity of avoiding ra-
diation risks, and that (3) there are political considerations between the government/
producers and consumers with regard to safety standards for radiation in food. Second-
ly, the term brings about reverse conditions in the sense that greater importance is at-
tached to economic damage than damage to health in the case of severe nuclear acci-
dents, and is symbolized by the words “fuhyo-higai is more dangerous than radiation
contamination”. This tendency is obvious in the guiding principles of the Committee on
Compensation for Damage by Nuclear Accidents in that (1) not only indirect damage but
also direct damage from nuclear accidents is called “fuhyo-higai”, that (2) damage to
health is underestimated in comparison with economic damage, and that (3) the respon-
sibility of electric power companies and the government for nuclear accidents is shifted
partially onto consumers. Thirdly, the criticism that “exaggerating contamination and
damage aggravates discrimination against Fukushima”, is conversely causing discrimina-
tion against victims of thyroid cancer by concealing the fact of the outbreak of thyroid
cancer which has occurred since the Fukushima nuclear accident.

Keywords: “Fuhyo-higai”, Low Level Radiation Damage to Health, Fukushima Nuclear Ac-
cident, Politics of Reality, Structural Discrimination,
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